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TRAVERSE OF RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT WITH PROVISIONAL ELECTION Q 

- ■ — ^ 

O 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This correspondence is responsive to the Office Action dated June 22, 2001. Claims 1 - 
22 are pending in the application. Claims 1 - 22 are subject to a restriction/election requirement. 

Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.143, Applicant makes a provisional election to species 1 (figure 1) 
and traverses the restriction requirement of the Office Action. Claims 1, 2, 3, 18 and 19 read on 
figure 1. 

Claims 1, 10 and 18 read on each of the views presented in figures 1 through 15, and 
thus each are generic claims. These generic claims include the limitations present in each of the 
species claims. 

Each of the pending claims is directed to a high profile multiaxial prosthetic foot. The 
species recited in the Office Action are related inventions. Also, the species recited are usable 
together and are species of a common generic invention. Even when species are patentably 
distinct, restriction is proper if but only if one or more of the following reasons are present: (1) 
the species require separate classification, (2) the species enjoy a separate status in the art, and 



(3) the species are in a different search fields. The species do not require a separate 

classification, they do not enjoy a separate status in the art, and are within the same field of 

search. For these reasons, the restriction requirement is improper. Accordingly, Applicant 

respectfully requests that the Election/Restriction requirement be withdrawn. 

Applicant's traverse specifically points out the error in the restriction and therefore 
should be considered complete under 37 C.F.R. § 1.143 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.111(b). If 
any additional fees are required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such 
additional fees to deposit account no.; 07-0181. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Michael M. Geoffrey, Reg. 1^6: 417,775 
GARDNER, CARTON & DOUGLAS 
321 North Clark, Suite 3400 
Chicago, Illinois 60610-4795 
Tel: 312-644-3000 
Fax: 312-644-3381 
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